
Our Vision 
Rio Rancho United Methodist Church 

“Rio Rancho UMC is a body of Christ 
led and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

meeting the needs of God’s people through open hearts, 
open minds, and open arms.” 

September 16, 2018, 2018 Volume 13, Issue 19 

Pastor’s Note 

Dear Ones,  

  

N ext Sunday, all the members of all the committees of our 
church have been invited to a workshop to discuss 

hospitality.  The Connection Team has been working diligently to 
determine what steps are necessary to attract more people to our 
church as well as building the communication between the 
committees.  This workshop is the first step to get all the 
committees sharing a common goal, make Rio Ranch United 
Methodist Church a friendly place for first time guests.  I realize you 
may find RRUMC very friendly, but how do we appear to someone 
who has never been here before?   

  

If, you would like to be a part of this important ministry, please 
come to our Opening Our Doors through Hospitality, Sunday, 
September 23, 2108, right after the second service.  We are 
asking for 2 hours of your time and a willingness to share your 
smile with newcomers.  The only other request is to let us know 
you are coming so we can prepare the right amount of food.   

  

A big thank you to all who showed up for Safe Sanctuary 
training!  It was a wonderful turnout and a benefit to our whole 
church.  I continue to ask for your prayers as we work to make our 
church a place of transformation for all people.   

  

Hozho,  

Pastor Raquel 
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What’s Inside? 

Editor’s Note 
If you notice someone in the 

church who may be a visitor, take 

time to greet them and make them 

feel at home. Mention the fellow-

ship time following the first service, 

and tell them about the Sunday 

School Classes that meet Sunday 

Mornings. What? You don't know 

what or where the classes are? 

They are listed on page four of this 

newsletter. 
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Prayer Corner 

Sunday September 16, 2018 

When God Says No 

S ome of the hardest moments in life are when 

you’ve prayed hard but the answer is no and 

you don’t know why. And you may never know 

why. But that is the litmus test of trust. Do you trust 

that God is for you even when He doesn’t give you 

what you asked for? Do you trust that He has rea-

sons beyond your reason? Do you trust that His 

plan is better than yours? 

 

I don’t understand why God wouldn’t heal my 

knee. I don’t understand why my father-in-law 

passed away in the prime of life. I don’t understand 

why loved ones have lost babies. I have a lot of 

unanswered questions, and many of them derive 

from unanswered prayers. 

 

The hardest thing about praying hard is enduring 

unanswered prayers. If you don’t guard your heart, 

unresolved anger toward God can undermine faith. 

Sometimes your only option is trust because it is 

the last card in your hand, but it’s the wild card. If 

you can trust God when the answer is no, you’re 

likely to give Him praise when the answer is yes. 

You need to press in and press on. 

 

By definition, praying hard is praying when it’s hard 

to pray. 

 

And it’s the hard times that teach us to pray hard. 

But if you keep praying through, the peace that 

transcends understanding will guard your heart 

and your mind. 

 

So sometimes the answer to our prayers is no and 

you’ll never understand why. But here’s some 

good news:  

 

What we perceive as unanswered prayers are of-

ten the greatest answers. 

Excerpted with permission from The Circle Maker  

by Mark Batterson, copyright Zondervan 

 

Grace and Peace 

  Judy Brunk 

A Special Thanks 

Thanks to all the ladies (and gents) 

that helped to make last Saturday’s 

Memorial Lunch for Ron Weaver 

successful. 

September 

Anniversaries & Birthdays 

Anniversaries   

TICHENOR, Larry & Arlene   09/01   

MCKINLEY, Chris & Mylisa   09/03   

SEPELAK, Dave & Kira   09/04   

HILBORN, Dan & Naomi   09/14   

PETERSON, Rob & Kim   09/15   

BAIR, Ken & Kelli   09/21   

STEUCK, Mike & Mary Ann   09/21   

SHEPHERD, Betty    09/29   

SECHREST, Shane & Kristine   09/30  

Birthdays   

O'SICKEY, Amanda    09/01   

KOHLRUST, Paul    09/02   

GREASER, Kaliyah    09/03   

OLMON, Sallye    09/07   

MULL, Raquel    09/10   

BAYLESS, Liz     09/12   

KOHLRUST, Lowell    09/12   

CHAVEZ, Jake     09/13   

LEWIS, Shelley     09/13   

CUPRYK, Pat     09/22   

BEGLEY, Gisela    09/27   

O'SICKEY, Sage    09/27   

LEWIS, Staci     09/28   

SECHREST, Harley    09/28  

http://links.zondervancorporation.mkt4728.com/ctt?kn=4&ms=NDkwNDAxMTES1&r=MTE2MTUwMTUxMzgyS0&b=0&j=NzIwNzg5NDEwS0&mt=1&rt=0
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Activities and Events 

Youth Dinner Schedule 
9/16 Kofchur Family 

9/23 Lepori Family 

9/30 Movie Night 

10/7 Holland Family 

Women’s Event 
Friday, September 21st 

5:30 – 8:30 PM 

Spiritual Fullness in Christ 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 

continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built 

up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were 

taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

Colossians 2:6-7 

T he evening starts with a meal, followed by 

a devotional and table discussion plus a 

fun craft project and service project. Our 

service project will honor the staff at the Bair 

Foundation, a Christian Foster Care Agency 

providing hope and healing to Foster children 

and youth and training for Foster parents. 

Women attending are asked to bring items to 

put in “Gift Baskets”. (If it is something you 

would like to receive as a gift, chances are 

someone else would too.) 
 

Craft Night… 

Bring your supplies and a 

snack to share and join in 

the fun. We meet in the 

choir room from 5 to 8 PM 

on the following Tuesdays:  

October 2nd & 23rd 

Let’s Recycle! 

We have placed a “blue” trash can in the fellowship 

hall for us to “recycle”. Please place all recyclable 

items in that can, instead of in the trash. Make sure 

that the recyclable items you place in the bin are 

rinsed out and contain NO food. Items not allowed 

in the recycling bin include: food, glass, 

Styrofoam and plastic bags. If an 

item has the recycle symbol on it, 

please toss it in the blue bin! 

 

Wednesday Night Out… is 
back. Sonshine choir is at 5 
PM, followed by dinner at 
5:30 PM, then Bible study, 
praise band and choir 
practice. We hope to see you at one or 
more of these activities! 

 
Breakfast Burrito 

Fundraiser 

O n Sunday, September 30th, the 

Youth will be selling breakfast 

burritos from 9 to noon in the 

Fellowship Hall. Order in advance or on 

the day of the sale. Thanks in advance 

for supporting the Youth! 

 

 

Youth Service Project 

Galloping Grace Pumpkin 

PatchYouth Service Project 

 

Saturday, Sept. 22nd 

We will meet at the church at 

8:30 AM and go Santa Anna Star Center to help 

set up the Galloping Grace Pumpkin Patch. 

Please bring a water bottle, work gloves and 

pliers or wire cutters. We will return to the 

church at 12:30 PM. Additional drivers/adults 

will be needed.   

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fadmin.thrive.am%2Ffiles%2F188%2FSafe%2520Sanctuary.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lima-umc.org%2Fsafe-sanctuary&docid=iIgMURiU-chkhM&tbnid=cIDcbiOCSWHHDM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjn79WQ087cAhWd94MKHQ7RBCUQMwhCKBEw
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Sunday School 9:45 am 

 Women's bible study led by Evonne Holder in 

the Agape room. 

  

Bible study led by John Hockert in the Choir room. 
  

Youth bible study led by Dan and Naomi Hilborn in the 

upper room. 

  

Children's bible study in the Aldergate Room 
  

Famous Quotations 

There is no psychiatrist in the world like a puppy 
licking your face. 

Ben Williams 

Yesterday is not ours to recover, but tomorrow is 
ours to win or lose. 

Lyndon Johnson 

Do not worry about avoiding temptation. As 
you grow older, it will avoid you.   

Joey Adams 

If we save the planet and have a society of 
inequality, we wouldn’t have saved much. 

James H. Cone 

Be wiser than other people if you can, but do 
not tell them so. 

Dale Carnegie 

 

Note from the Ron 
Weaver Family 

I t is difficult to find 
words to express how 

thankful we are for your 
expressions of love and 
support to our family 
during this difficult 
time.  We appreciate it 
so much.   

Ron Weaver’s family 

  

Wednesday Night Study – Making Bold 
Choices 

O ur Wednesday 

night “drop in” 

video study resumes 

on September 19, 

with a study on Mak-

ing Bold Choices.  

We will examine in-

spiring stories of bold 

living to give us the 

courage to follow 

God – no matter 

what. As always, 

each study is inde-

pendent of the others; 

there is no home-

work; and we will finish in time for choir, although 

there will be a possibility of additional discussion for 

those not in choir.  We will discuss resiliency, choos-

ing to be extraordinary, body image, and second 

chances.  We start at 6:10 on Wednesday evenings 

after the Wednesday Night Out dinner.    

New Sunday Morning 

Study – Unfinished 

D o you read the Bible regu-

larly, participate in church 

and community and give of your 

time and resources, but still lack a 

sense of purpose and mission in 

your daily life?  Join us for an op-

portunity to reawaken God's pur-

pose and passion in our lives.  

Studying Unfinished, by Richard 

Stearns, we will share lessons from 

Scripture and inspiring stories of 

how real people are making a difference. We will learn about 

what Jesus called the kingdom of God, God’s dream for this 

world. We will see how the journey into our heart's cry for 

significance and purpose can be answered by uniting with 

God's vision for His eternal kingdom. This life changing 

study begins at 9:45 am on Sunday, September 23, in the 

Music Room.  See John Hockert for a copy of our study 

book, Unfinished. 

 


