
Our Vision 
Rio Rancho United Methodist Church 

“Rio Rancho UMC is a body of Christ led and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit,  

meeting the needs of God’s people through open hearts,  

 open minds, and open arms.” 

October 15, 2017 Volume 12, issue 21 

The Security of Home 

 

W e all need a place that provides us comfort.  We can be free of bar-
riers and enjoy living in a shelter from the ravages of storms, or 

somewhere to unwind and simply rest by quiet waters.  Life slows down a 
bit and we can take deep cleansing breaths of life and hope.  Our hearts 
are renewed to wholeness and we find ourselves giving thanks to the One 
who created us. 

 

Many of us are lucky enough to call our place of refuge the place where 
we live.  For some people, this is not possible.  They must find another 
place to renew themselves.  Church can be a place of comfort and joy.  
Many times I see this place of hope reflected in the various ministries of 
the church.  I see the peace of God in those who serve in different ways.  I 
look and catch a glimpse of “home” in the eyes of our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. 

 

Dear friends, let us hold fast to our awesome responsibility to maintain the 
integrity of our faith so that all may experience this place, this temple of 
God as a refuge from the storms of life.  We must stand together and offer 
each other peace and hope.  This is what we are called to do for one an-
other.  We must be a blessing because we never know who needs a com-
forting word. 

 

Let us strive to be the people that Christ calls us to be.  May we seek to 
love one another well and may words of hope and faith spring forth from 
our hearts.  They will know we are Christians by our love.  May we re-
member that our actions speak louder than our words.  Praise be to God, 
who gives us the victory through Christ our Lord. 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

 

Pastor Joe 
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What’s Inside? 

Editor’s Note 

If you didn’t get a 
copy of the last 
RRUMC News-

letter, you missed 
some valuable infor-
mation. Ask some-
one what it was. 

E-mail me at  
waltbetmax@aol.com  

To get your copy. 
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 Prayer Corner 
Sunday, October 15, 2017 

 THE WAVES 
From Draw Near-365 Guides to Greater Intimacy with God 
 
 

D r. Norman Vincent Peale told of a trip 
he took on a sailboat in the Near East. The 
skipper told him, "The ocean is a tremen-
dous force, and our ship is only a small 
force. But, we know how to make our little 
engines adapt themselves to the timing of 
the waves so we are practically carried 
along by the sea." 
 
Praying could be defined as adjusting our-
selves to the plans and timing of God. When 
Sennacherib threatened Judah, Hezekiah 
first went to God (2 Kings 19:14-19). There 
was a childlike simplicity in the king's faith. 
He took the threatening letter and spread 
it out before God to read. It is as if he 
said, "Okay, what do we do about it?" 
 
This same childlike faith should be ours in 
this modern world. Our frustrations and 
anxieties should be spread out before God 
for His direction. As we adjust our lives to 
God's plan and timing, we find we are car-
ried along by His power. This puts to high-
est use the forces of our own lives to meet 
the battles of life. Hezekiah and his people 
were delivered, and so shall we be. 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Judy Brunk 

 October 

Anniversaries and Birthdays 

. Anniversaries 

 RABORN, Jim & Marcy  10/01 

 CHAVEZ, Jake & Pat   10/26 

  Birthdays 

  MACDONALD, Cazandra  10/07 

 SECHREST, Shane   10/07 

 WHITE, Celesta   10/08 

 BEGLEY, Sarah   10/09 

 PONTSLER, Joan   10/10 

 HOCKERT, John   10/11 

 BEGLEY, Virginia   10/16 

 WRIGHT, Deborah   10/18 

 WRIGHT, Tim   10/18 

 WARNER, Donna   10/20 

 SEPELAK, Dakota   10/22 

 MCGREGOR, Darla   10/23 

 BALTZ, Brian    10/24 

 HUTSON, Inga   10/25 

 KOHLRUST, Tylec   10/27 
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Activities and Events 

Youth Dinner Schedule 
10/15 Mueller Family 

10/22 Wagner’s Farmland 

10/29 Fall Festival – Pizza Party 

Rescheduled -  Wagner’s Farmland 

S unday, October 22nd, the youth 

group will be going to Wag-

ner’s Farmland. We will go through 

the corn maze, pick a pumpkin, take 

a hayride, and visit the petting zoo. 

We will meet at the Church at 2:00 PM. Be sure and 

wear tennis shoes and if the weather is cool, bring a 

light jacket or sweater. We should return to the Church 

about 5:00 PM.  

Fort Lone Tree family retreat 

  
A small group of us went to Fort Lone Tree last week-

end. We enjoyed fellowship, games, outdoor activities 

a campfire complete with ‘smores, and a worship ser-

vice led by Kim Peterson. A great time was had by all! 

 
 

 

 

 

High Ropes 

Trail Ride 

Twin Zip Line 

G
ia
nt S

w
ing 
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Fall Festival 

T he Rio Rancho UMC youth 

group will run the games at 

a Fall Festival for the SABE 

school in Rio Rancho on Friday, October 20th, giving 

the parents an opportunity to participate with their 

children. We will meet at RRUMC at 4:45 PM and 

return at 8:15 PM. All youth and adults planning on 

helping should let Kim know. This is just another 

way our awesome youth are helping in our communi-

ty! 

Our very own…Fall Festival & 

 

is Sunday, October 29th, 3 to 5 PM 

O ur annual Fall Festival & Trunk-or-Treat will 

be held on Sunday, October 29th from 3 to 5 

PM. We will need youth and adults to help with set-

up, clean-up and running the games. We are also in 

need of individually wrapped candy donations and 

people who are interested in being part of “Trunk-or-

Treat” (decorate your trunk and hand out candy to 

ghouls and goblins). We will start setting up at 1 PM. 

 

Please let Kim Peterson know how you can help 

by filling out a form (located at the welcome ta-

ble) and placing it in he offering plate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O ur next craft night is Tuesday, October 24th. 

We meet in the choir room from 5 to 8:30 PM. 

Bring your favorite craft and some snacks to share 

and join in the fun and fellowship.  

  
t 
 

 

Our 8th Annual Craft Fair  
will be held on Saturday, No-
vember 4th. We invite everyone 
to come shopping from a variety 
of over 40 crafters, all with 
handmade items! Also, the 
youth will have breakfast and 
lunch items available to pur-
chase from the kitchen. Our 
Women’s ministry will have 
their cookbooks for sale and the Quilters will raffle 
a quilt. The Craft Fair is from 9 am to 3 PM. Be 
sure and invite all your friends and family too.  
 
On Friday, we will need help preparing the 
Church. We start at 9:00 AM. The more hands the 
quicker we are finished. We also need help on Sat-
urday afternoon, starting at about 3:30 PM to put 
the Church back together. There is a form on the 
welcome table for helpers. If you can help in 
any way, please fill out the form and put it in 
the offering plate. Thanks in advance!   

T he Operation Christmas Child 

shoeboxes will be available Octo-

ber 1st in the Narthex. After you have 

filled the shoebox, place a $9 check in 

the shoebox made out to Samaritan’s 

Purse.  No cash please.   Please place 

the filled shoeboxes by the railing in 

the front of the church.  The boxes 

must be returned by November 

twelfth. 
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UMC Response to Hurricanes 

As Hurricane Irma bore down on Florida and Georgia, 
United Methodists who survived the ruinous rains that 
accompanied Hurricane Harvey late last month were wor-
rying about and praying for their neighbors to the east.  
Though they had one eye on the news, the Texans were 
also busy cleaning out homes and churches, and finding 
ways to serve their hard-hit communities. They’re witness-
es, and perhaps role models, in what’s shaping up as an 
infamous hurricane season.  

Lake Huston UMC worships outside for the second 
Sunday after 
their sanctu-
ary flooded 
out during 
Hurricane 
Harvey 
The Texas Con-
ference alone 
reports 75 
churches with 
at least some damage.  About 80 percent of the families at 
First United Methodist Church in Vidor, Texas, were 
forced from their homes. The pastor, the Rev. John 
Mooney, is living with his wife and two small children in a 
donated camper on the church parking lot because they 
too were flooded out.  But the Vidor church was where, 
on Sept. 9, people who had cut themselves busting out 
Sheetrock or pulling out carpet tacks could get a free teta-
nus shot. A steady stream of residents filed into the 
church’s gym to take advantage. During the worst of the 
flooding, on Aug. 29-30, First United Methodist of Vidor 
was a crucial overnight shelter, despite losing water and 
power and having a backed-up sewage system. “We had 
people sleeping in the pews,” said Whitney Cappen, who 
does children’s ministry at the church and has been an 
ongoing flood-relief volunteer. “I’ve learned lessons from 
this. Those pews aren’t just made for us to sit in. They’re 
made for us to reach out and help our community.” 
Though the church’s time as an overnight shelter for flood 
evacuees has ended, it’s preparing to turn its gym into a 
place where volunteer work crews can stay. 

UMCOR continues to coordinate with local disaster coor-
dinators regarding recovery actions in Texas and planning 
for recovery actions in Florida. You can help by praying 
for those affected by the hurricanes and disaster relief and 
response personnel.  You can also partner with UMCOR 
in responding to the needs of communities and individuals 
impacted by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma by giving to Ad-
vance #901670: (Write Hurricane Relief on the memo line 
of your check to Rio Rancho UMC and our treasurer will 
get the funds UMCOR.) 
 

You can also help by 
assembling relief supply 
kits. (Instructions are at 
http://www.umcor.org/
UMCOR/Relief-
Supplies.) Many New 
Mexico Conference 
churches have assembled 
relief supply kits.  Kits 

delivered to St. Paul's UMC, 9500 Constitution Ave NE, Albu-
querque, NM 87112 (Contact Donna at 505-298-5596 to ar-
range drop off.) will be delivered to recovery locations. 
 

There is still time to help students at  

Maggie Cordova Elementary School 

Now that school has started, it’s important to remember 
healthy snacks for Project Backpack which feeds hungry 
children at Maggie Cordova Elementary School.  Project 
Backpack gives children of families who cannot afford food, 
healthy snacks that they can eat over the weekend, when the free 
school breakfasts and lunches are not available. Snacks for Project 
Backpack should be healthy, easy to open, not be “high sug-
ar” (e.g., no candy), and should not require refrigeration or prepa-
ration beyond what elementary school 
children, including kindergarteners, can 
safely accomplish by themselves (e.g., no 
microwave popcorn or Raman noodles). 
Please also avoid items containing nuts 
and nut oils, including peanut butter.  
Please put your snacks in the Project 
Backpack bin outside Fellowship Hall 
and we’ll get them to the hungry students 
who need them. 

If you want to take a step fur-
ther and are a senior, you can 
help students succeed in read-
ing by being an intergeneration-
al tutor. This requires only a 
one hour per week commit-
ment. The need is great, in 2016, only 28% (about 2/7) of Rio 
Rancho third graders tested proficient in reading.  The Oasis In-
tergenerational Tutoring Program equips tutor volunteers with 
training (based on a proven six-part plan of activities that include 
talking, reading and writing); tutoring resources (books, crayons, 
activity books, etc.); processes paperwork required for school 
background checks; and holds monthly tutor support meetings for 
encouragement, continuing training, and problem solving. All of 
this is provided at no cost to the tutor volunteers, who can 
select the school(s) in which they wish to serve. If you are 
interested in volunteering, you can find information on the Oasis 
Intergenerational Tutoring website 
(https://www.oasisnet.org/Albuquerque-NM/tutoring) or contact 
Vicki DeVigne, Tutoring Program Director, at 505-884-4529 or 
email vdevigne@oasisnet.org. If you are curious about what a 
wonderful experience tutoring is, you can contact John Hockert 
(505-898-6813), who tutored at Maggie Cordova Elementary for 
the 2016 Spring term and is planning to continue this Fall. 

http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies
https://www.oasisnet.org/Albuquerque-NM/tutoring
mailto:vdevigne@oasisnet.org?subject=Tutor%20inquiry
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Famous Quotations 

One glance at a book and you hear the voice of another person, perhaps someone dead for 
1000 years. To read, is a voyage through time. 

                   Carl Sagan 

The best way to face life is to be honest about death. God will have all, or none, serve Him, or 
fall down before Baal, Bel, or Belial: Either be hot, or cold; God doth despise, Abhor, and spew 
out all Neutralities. 

      Robert Herrick 


