
Our Vision 
Rio Rancho United Methodist Church 

“Rio Rancho UMC is a body of Christ 
led and empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

meeting the needs of God’s people through open 
hearts, open minds, and open arms.” 
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The Promise of the Way Forward 

H ere we are again. One year older. One year past. We 
are in a different place than we were this time last 

year. Maybe we fell short in attaining some of our goals, 
while we achieved others. 

Hope rises again to greet the promise of what can be pos-
sible in a new year. We have a fresh start, a spirit-filled 
beginning. The light of Christ illumines the journey and 
guides our way. Once again, we are simply invited to follow 
the One who leads us out of darkness. 

We know that the path contains many changes. We turn 
down this road or go forward for a while until we find our-
selves back on the road on which we are called to travel. 
The journey never stays the same. Each twist and turn em-
phasizes the unique approach that we take to how we live 
and celebrate the leadership of the Creator. 

While things change, and how we react to our situations 
while we follow Christ, the good news is that the word of 
God remains faithful and steady.  Its stability is some-
thing on which we can depend when lives and hearts seem 
to lose sight of the light in the darkest of times.  Holy illu-
mination is crucial when we need to know that there is sa-
cred guidance on our journey.  

Praise be to God, who continues to lead us and guide us 
through every step and every stumble.  May this year be a 
time of faithfulness and joy as we set new goals for our-
selves.  Hopefully, we can reach the end of 2018 and re-
joice in a successful year of growing in relationship with 
our amazing God. 

Peace and Blessings and Happy New Year, 

Pastor Joe 

Prayer Corner 2 

January Anniv. & Birthdays  2 

Activities and Events 3 

    Youth Dinner Schedule 

    Alter Flowers 

    Committee Meetings  

    Christmas Cards (pick up) 

    Chile Cookoff & Auction 

Where’s Your Christmas Box?4 

Sunday School & Wednesday 

Evening Bible Study 4 

Christening Blankets 4 

A Prayer of St. Francis 4 

Peaceful Communication 4  

What’s Inside? 

Editor’s Note 

 

 

 

Have a Prayerful 

New Year! 
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 Prayer Corner 
Sunday, January 7, 2018 

For the Tough Times 

Excerpted from: God Is With You Every Day by 
Max Lucado 

W hen I consider Your heavens, the work of 
Your fingers, The moon and the stars, 

which You have ordained, What is man that You 
are mindful of him, And the son of man that You vis-
it him? — Psalm 8:3-4 

When tragedy strikes, whether personal, national, 
or global, people wonder how God could allow such 
things to happen. What can He be thinking? Is God 
really in control? Can we trust Him to run the uni-
verse if He would allow this? 
 
It is important to recognize that God dwells in a dif-
ferent realm. He occupies another dimension. 
 
Just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are My ways higher than your ways and My 
thoughts higher than your thoughts. — Isaiah 55:9 
NCV 
 
How vital, then, that we pray, armed with the 
knowledge that God is in Heaven. Pray with any 
lesser conviction, and our prayers are timid, shal-
low, and hollow. Look up at the heavens and see 
what God has done, and watch how your prayers 
are energized. 
 
This knowledge gives us confidence as we face the 
uncertain future. We know that He is in control of 
the universe, and so we can rest secure. But also 
important is the knowledge that this God in 
Heaven has chosen to bend near toward earth 
to see our sorrow and hear our prayers. He is 
not so far above us that He is not touched by our 
tears. 
 
Though we may not be able to see His purpose or 
His plan, the Lord of Heaven is on His throne and in 
firm control of the universe and our lives. 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Judy Brunk 

 January Anniversaries 

and Birthdays 
 

Anniversaries 

 BEGLEY, Ivan & Gisela  01/06 

 BRUNK, Judy   01/29 

Birthdays 

 PONTSLER, Gary  01/02 

 PARRISH, Michael  01/03 

 ROGGE, Jim   01/03 

 CASKEY, Larry   01/04 

 ELLIOTT, Ken   01/06 

 ROOT, Donna   01/06 

 PETERSON, Robert  01/08 

 SHARKEY, Jeri   01/09 

 BAYLESS, Rachel  01/14 

 BALTZ, Danielle   01/15 

 MORYOSEF, Albert  01/16 

 MACDONALD, Caeleb  01/18 

 GALLAHER, Betty  01/20 

 MORITOMO, Reagan  01/22 

 MACDONALD, Joe  01/23 

 SHARKEY, John   01/24 

 CUPRYK, Timothy  01/25 

 BENSON, Maria   01/26 

 JOHNSON-CONNELL, Charlotte 01/27 

 YEAGER, Rachael  01/27 

 VISEUR, Emma   01/31 

 

 

 

http://links.zondervancorporation.mkt4728.com/ctt?kn=13&ms=NTUzMDA4NTUS1&r=MTE2MTUwMTUxMzgyS0&b=0&j=MTI4MTA5MDE2MwS2&mt=1&rt=0
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Activities and Events 

Youth Dinner Schedule 
1/7 Selover Family 

1/14 Sechrest Family 

 

I f you’ve taken a gander at the 
bulletin board since 
January began, you 
may have noticed a 
new flower calen-
dar. Feel free to 
sign up to order 
flowers for any 

Sunday and be sure to include your name 
and phone number so Jane can follow up 
with you about the specifics for the worship 
bulletin. 

F lowers may be donated in honor or 
memory of someone or “just because”. 

In any event, your flowers will brighten up 
our sanctuary and will be much appreciated 
by all. 
 
 

Upcoming Committee Meetings 
 
Free Store Meeting – Tues., 1/09/18 @ 6 pm  
Visitation Group – Thurs., 1/11/18 @ 1 pm  
Finance Committee –Thurs., 1/11/18 @ 5:45 pm  
Missions & Outreach – Thurs., 1/11/18 @ 6 pm 
 
 

Christmas Card Exchange 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D on’t forget to check the card boxes on the 
table in the Narthex for cards friends have 

left for you. 

Chile/Salsa Cook-Off 

& 

Dessert Auction 

Sunday, January 21st 
 

W e will start the day with one worship ser-

vice at 10 AM, followed by our chile/salsa 

cook-off and dessert auction. We will need chile/

salsa chefs & tasters/judges! 

 

C alling all Chile/Salsa Chefs: Who is a 

chile/salsa chef you ask? Anyone who 

would like to make a batch of chile or salsa and 

bring it to the event! If you are interested in mak-

ing a batch of chile or salsa, please let Kim Peter-

son know by calling 450-9795 or 892-0404 x3. 

You will need to have your batch of chile or salsa 

to the church by 11 AM on Sunday, January 21st. 

You will need to “Name” your dish and indicate a 

heat index. Then you can encourage the tasters/

judges to vote for your chile/salsa! 

C alling all Tasters/Judges: Who is a tast-

er/judge you ask? If you are reading this, 

you are! Our entire church family is invited to at-

tend the Chile/Salsa Cook-Off & Auction. Every-

one will have the opportunity to taste each batch 

of chile and salsa, and then you will vote for your 

favorites by putting money into the jar next to the 

chile/salsa of your choice. The Chile and Salsa 

with the most money collected will be the winners 

and will have bragging rights for the coming year! 

All money collected will be used to fund the youth 

summer mission trip. 

D essert Auction: Youth families will pro-

vide the desserts – everyone can bid on 

them! 

 Altar 
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Where Our Operation Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes Went 

T he shoebox tracking 
information shows that 

shoeboxes from Rio Rancho 
UMC were sent to children in 

Haiti and Mexico. Please pray 
for the children that received 
shoeboxes, especially the ones 
that you packed and sent. 

Remember Sunday School 
and Wednesday Bible 

Studies Resume this Week 

T he adult Sunday school class 
meeting in the 
Music Room 

at 9:45 will be 
continuing its study 

of Yawning at 

Tigers and the 
Wednesday Night Bible Study that 
meets at 6: 10 in the Agape Room will 

continue the video study of People 

Who met Jesus. 

Christening Blankets 

Y ou may have noticed that the two babies 
baptized recently received crocheted blankets. 

This new ministry also emphasizes our congregations' 
welcome and 
covenant with 
that child. Ezra 
Doamekpor was 
bap t i zed  on 
December 24 and 
Sage O'Sickey on 
December 31. 
The blankets are 
prov ided  by 
women who 
enjoy crocheting or knitting. If you wish to make a 
blanket of love, you may contact Betty Gallaher or 
Peggy Stielow. 

A Prayer of St. Francis 

Peaceful Communication 
A Family Learning Event 

Saturday, January 13th, 1:30PM to 3:30PM 

Admission is free. Pre-registration is required. 

Reservations; 505 896-8192 or 

office@uuwestside.org  

by January 11th 

 

Opening Shoeboxes in Haiti 

Opening Shoeboxes in Haiti 
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