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Walk the Walk and Talk the Talk 

“For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 

1:18 NRSV). 

W hen I read this passage I immediately think of the old adage, “Talk is 

cheap.” The bottom line is this, words are important and words matter. 

Many people, myself included, have been victim to words that are used like a 

dagger with pinpoint accuracy to the heart. Once there is a wound, the bleeding 

is tremendous. Words do matter. In his message to the churches in Corinth, Paul 

acknowledges that words matter; however, in the case of the cross, our words 

mean absolutely nothing if not supported with actions. We are called to service. 

Our interpretation of holy texts and exegetical pronouncements are great, but if 

such highly intellectual conclusions are not lived out by what we do, then all of 

the research really means nothing. We are called to be a people of action. What 

we do and why we do it must combine to demonstrate the love of Christ to our 

world. As Christ’s disciples, we must engage the world and lead not only by our 

words, but by our deeds. If someone is hungry it is far more important to feed 

them than to lecture and carryon about the wonders of our faith. Through our 

actions of kindness one can experience the ever present love of Christ. We tap 

into the power of salvation by letting our lives be a witness to the service of 

humanity. It is important to note, as any good Wesleyan minister should, that this 

does not mean that what we do plays any role in our salvation. Our actions are 

an expression of that which has changed us from the inside out. God is the one 

who saves us. Our works flow out of us like a deep flowing well offering the way 

to everlasting life. We may lead the way to the well, but there is only one who 

gives the water which sustains us. That one is God. The water which we drink is 

a free gift offered to all those who thirst. Let us lead others to God so that they 

may never thirst again. As we lead people to the source, we will experience over 

and over the radical love that God has for humanity. And in response to that 

love, God continues to give us a Savior. That one is Jesus. May you experience 

the Spirit in ways you never knew existed. 

Peace, Pastor Joe 
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What’s Inside? 

Editor’s Note 
Boy, these Wednesday 

Night Out Dinners are 

really great. Some good 

study and music after 

the dinner too. Come 

try it out. 
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 Prayer Corner 
Sunday, February 4, 2018 

A Prayer to Offer 
Taken from : My Winning Words Devotion 

 

T hrough the pages of the Bible, you, gracious Fa-

ther, express your love for me. Yet often I read 

these precious words as an obligation, not a joy and a 

delight. Forgive me, loving Lord, for taking your love for 

me so lightly. By the power of your Holy Spirit, illumi-

nate each page I read so I can see wonderful things in 

your word.  Help me, along with the Prophet Jeremiah 

and all the saints throughout the ages, to hold your words 

close to my heart, to memorize the passages that have 

special meaning and application, and to meditate on your 

truth as I go about my day. Stimulate my mind and imag-

ination so that I can see new meaning in familiar passag-

es – and discover new words that have been hidden from 

my view. Thank you for loving me enough to give me 

clear instruction and guidance in the pages of sacred 

scripture. Keep my mind and heart focused on your word 

so that I will not be led astray by the evil one. Help me to 

taste and see that your words provide sweet satisfaction 

and nourishment for my soul. Keep my mind and heart 

focused on you, not the passing pleasures of the world 

that keep me from single mindedly loving and serving 

you. Amen. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Judy Brunk 

February Anniversaries 

And Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

LEGGIERO, Bill & Theresa  02/01 

BAYLESS, Liz & Rachel  02/07 

SCHNEPPER, Kim 02/14 

LOEWENSTEIN, Jim & Kelly 02/22 

Birthdays 

STIELOW, Peg 02/05 

VEACH, Norm  02/06 

BARTMESS, Karen  02/09 

YEAGER, Lucia  02/14 

MILLER, Lydia  02/15 

REAGIN, Julie  02/16 

MORYOSEF, Jamie  02/17 

FUCHS, Connor 02/19 

CONNELL, Chuck 02/23 

LEWIS, Kandice 02/24 

ELLIOTT, Jennifer 02/26 

BERDIN, Dorothy 02/27 
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Fat Tuesday 

Pancake Supper 

Tuesday, February 

13th 

T he youth will be serving a delicious dinner 

of pancakes, sausage, applesauce, juice and 

coffee on Tuesday, February 13th, from 5 to 7:00 

PM. This will be a traditional “all you can eat” 

Fat Tuesday meal. A love offering is taken. All 

proceeds help fund youth retreats and mission 

trips.  

 

 

Sunday, February 18th 
to  

Monday, February 19th 

5:00 PM to 11:00 AM  
 

W e are going to have another Mini-Retreat. 

In addition to fun activities, we will be 

putting together our next Youth Led Worship. 

We will be spending the night at the church, so 

everyone needs to bring a sleeping bag and pil-

low. In addition, each youth is asked to bring 

snacks to share. (There will be a mandatory 

“sleep” time. If you want to stay up all night – 

stay at home!) We will start the retreat at 5 PM 

on Sunday evening with dinner. We will con-

clude the retreat on Monday at 11 AM. Breakfast 

will be provided by Kim. Everyone is encour-

aged to attend, to get to know other youth better 

and to help with Youth Led Worship. Youth, 

please sign up on the bulletin board in the youth 

room if you plan on attending the retreat.  

Activities and Events 

Youth Dinner Schedule 
2/4 Super Bowl Sunday – No Youth 

2/11 Baltz Family 

2/18 Mini-Retreat 

2/25 Miller Family 

 

 

M any thanks to everyone who 

participated in our 4th annual 

Chile/Salsa Cook-off and Dessert 

Auction! We raised over $900.00 

which will help to pay for the youth 

summer mission trip to Boulder City, Nevada.  

 

Souper Bowl of 
Caring 

T oday is the final day to 

bring in food to add to our 

food pyramid, and to guess how 

many total items you think we 

will collect, (write your guess 

on one of the posters on the sanctuary doors). We 

will also take a monetary collection in our soup pots 

at the doors as you leave worship today.   

Every non-perishable food item and dollar donated 

here at RRUMC goes to Storehouse West, Rio Ran-

cho UMC Youth Group’s 2018 Souper Bowl of Car-

ing charity of choice.  

 

 

No Youth Tonight—Watch the Game 

http://r.search.aol.com/_ylt=AwrB8p36N3NaiV0AdHRjCWVH;_ylu=X3oDMTIyZmtmYXUzBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM3MDVlMjUxNzVmZWI3NGE5Y2YwYTkxYmFmNDNkZGM5NARncG9zAzYEaXQDYmluZw--/RV=2/RE=1517529211/RO=11/RU=https%3a%2f%2fnesncom.files.wordpress.com%2f2018%2f01%2fpa
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 Famous Quotations 
There is no psychiatrist in the world like a puppy 
licking your face. 

Ben Williams 
 

Be careful about reading health books. You may die 
of a mis-print. 

Mark Twain 

 

If you need help, ask God. If you don’t need any-
thing, thank God. 

Unknown 

New ABQ Superintendent 
Announced  

B ishop W. Earl Bledsoe 
announced his intention to 

appoint the Rev. Craig 

Cockrell to become a member 
of the Appointive Cabinet ef-
fective July 1, 2018.  "The 
New Mexico Annual Confer-
ence has three districts, each 
led by a superintendent who works with the bishop to 
assist in appointing the very best clergy to not only lo-
cal congregations, but also to the various mission fields 
that surround those congregations," said Bishop 
Bledsoe.  Over the last 6 years, the cabinet has been 
working on shifting the focus of the role of the district 
superintendents to become chief missional strategists 
for the districts, developing mission statements and val-
ues that support the overall mission of the United Meth-
odist Church - to make disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.  As superin-
tendent, Rev. Cockrell will also provide administrative 
supervision and guidance for the overall work of the 
church. 
 
Rev. Cockrell will become the superintendent for the 
Albuquerque District.  He succeeds Rev. James Large, 
who served the district since 2013.  Rev. Large an-
nounced his retirement effective June 30, 2018.  Craig 
currently serves as Senior Pastor of St. John's UMC-
ABQ.  He also served as pastor of FUMC-Carlsbad; 
FUMC-Deming; Community UMC-Ruidoso; FUMC-
Fort Sumner; FUMC-Springer, and FUMC-Maxwell.   
 
Rev. Cockrell has served 35 years in local churches of 
all sizes including significant time in all three dis-
tricts.  His experience with the conference has included 
service on the Board of Higher Ed. and Campus Minis-
try, the Camps Board, the Conference Council on 
Youth Ministries, the Council on Finance and Admin-
istration, the Board of Ordained Ministry, and the En-
gaging Ministries Team.  He and his wife, Susan are 
approaching 40 years of marriage while raising four 
boys together.  Rev. Cockrell is looking forward to 
working with the pastors and congregations of the Al-
buquerque District and exploring ways to work together 
to support and encourage creative ministries to reach a 
new generation with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
"My prayer and hope is that the clergy and laity will 
welcome and support Rev. Cockrell and his family," 
Bishop Bledsoe added.  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 23, 2018 
The Council of Bishops and the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women are responding to the recent 
#Me Too and #Church Too movements. The statement is as follows:  

Over the recent weeks and months, and continuing on a seemingly daily basis, the media have been saturated 
with stories of persons coming forward with allegations of sexual misconduct perpetrated by individuals in po-
sitions of power and authority. The pervasiveness of the power imbalance is a part of every story being told. 
Responses have ranged from immediate termination of employment of the accused and bribery for silence to 
invitations for victims to feel shame. 
The Council of Bishops together with the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women reaffirm the 
core beliefs found in The United Methodist Church’s Social Principles which clearly state, “sexual harassment 
must be understood as an exploitation of a power relationship and interfering with the moral mission of the 
Church.” 
Further we recognize “sexual assault as wrong no matter the circumstances,” and “among women and men, 
[we] reject the erroneous notion [that] one gender is superior to another.” Further, our General Rules, founded 
by John Wesley, direct us to do no harm and do good in every possible way at all times. The sin of sexual mis-
conduct must be named by the Church at every level of ministry. Further, we must confront the environment of 
coarser public dialog and discourse that provides license and cover for sexual harassment, abuse and assault. 
We acknowledge that the Church is also a place where sexual misconduct happens when persons in power posi-
tions choose to abuse their power. The stories are all too similar. Alleged victims are often reluctant to come 
forward, fearing they will not be believed or they will experience retaliation and the decision to report will be 
held against them. Sexual misconduct is a symptom of a systemic problem within our Church and society where 
patriarchy flourishes. 
The Church is a place for spiritual growth. Unfortunately, spiritual violence happens every time a person experi-
ences sexual misconduct within the Church. Nothing excuses this behavior. 
In November 2017, before the most recent flurry of stories came forward, the Council of Bishops affirmed, 
through its members, renewed commitment to addressing the systemic causes of sexual misconduct and abuse 
of power. Upon invitation, the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women provided two training 
sessions to the bishops during their recent meeting on topics of sustaining integrity in ministry and response to 
sexual misconduct. 
The Council of Bishops is committed to leading The United Methodist Church in the prevention of sexual mis-
conduct, to offering healing to the victims, and to finding paths for Christ’s love to be shown to the perpetrator 
while maintaining standards of accountability. 
The Council of Bishops joins with The General Commission on the Status and Role of Women to strongly en-
courage and support the reporting of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment allegations within the 
Church. Our denomination’s website, www.umsexualethics.org offers information and a toll free telephone 
number for confidential support through the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women. 
To the extent of our ability, we pledge to do the right thing in every complaint received, including listening well 
to hear the story and developing a response which holds persons accountable and offers healing for all affected. 
 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough 
President 
Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church 
 
Bishop Tracy Malone 
President of the Board 
General Commission on the Status and Role of Women of The United Methodist Church 
 
Dawn Wiggins Hare 
General Secretary 
General Commission on the Status and Role of Women of The United Methodist Church 

 

http://www.umsexualethics.org/
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