
Our Vision 
Rio Rancho United Methodist Church 

“Rio Rancho UMC is a body of Christ 
led and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  

meeting the needs of God’s people through open hearts, open 
minds, and open arms.” 
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What’s Inside? 

Editor’s Note 
Welcome back Hailey! 

Everyone is glad to have 

you back at the keyboard 

and lending your voice in 

our music.  

 Dear Ones: 

We are beginning a new season – the temperatures have dropped and 

we are preparing for the last two months of 2019. 

 The finance committee is working very hard to maintain the sustaina-

bility of Rio Rancho UMC as we strive to reach families in the commu-

nity.  RRUMC now has written financial policies which are followed 

conscientiously and the Finance Committee meets regularly with a 

quorum present.  Special thanks to John Hockert, Finance Secretary, 

Keith Holland, Finance chair, and Michael Parrish, Treasurer, for their 

continued work and support as dedicated disciples for our Church, 

holding me and the church accountable for our finances.  Several com-

mittee members have also put in extra time to head our Stewardship 

Campaign, which begins in November.   

 The theme for this year’s stewardship campaign is “Live a God-

Pleasing Life”.  I am excited at the possibilities for Rio Rancho United 

Methodist Church as we move into 2020.  We will be celebrating 40 

years of ministry in the community and will be hosting Bishop Earl 

Bledsoe as our guest preacher on February 16, 2020 for our ‘birthday’.  

As our culture faces more stress and distractions, let us be in prayer for 

our church as we seek to offer hope, love and resources to all of God’s 

children. 

 Please keep Betty Shepherd’s family in your prayers as they move 

through the grief process. 

Hozho,   

Pastor Raquel 
  

Annual Church Conference is Wednesday October 30th  

at 6 PM following Wednesday Out Dinner. 
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Each year thousands of people in Houston 
fall victim to a social malady known as 
homeless. . . . My baby brother had been 
destined to be one of the victims shrouded 
under the blanket no one wants to uncover; 
but instead he sleeps cradled in loving arms 
in a warm , peaceful and safe abode . . . 
every night. 

 As a result of the genuine concern 
and attention shown by strangers, Becky 
and Jarvis determined to seek the Lord and 
make their lives better. . . . (eleven months 
have gone by and Jarvis has a steady job 
and has quit drinking.  Becky and he have 
moved into their own apartment.  Every 
now and then they stop by to see my baby 
brother Noah. . . . Whenever I seem to lose 
confidence in myself, I recall the starving 
couple I once knew who lived under a 
bridge.”  

 We are also born without much, but 
in Christ we have a new home, a new name 
and new hope.  God gives us life and ex-
pects nothing in return, except our hearts.  
We inherit what we did nothing to earn and 
like Noah we have very little to do with the 
process. 

 When you pray, do it with the confi-
dence that you are part of a huge family of 
believers.  Get rid of the “bridge mentality.”  
God has made us one of his children and we 
can ask for what we need because it is 
God’s delight to provide and watch us grow.  
God’s love for us has saved us and we have 
a relationship as a Father to a child. 

 Terry ends his book with this prayer, 
in part.  “Thank you Lord, for giving me a 
new life.  I am your child, called by your 
name and regarded in heaven as one of the 
family.  I can talk to you and you will listen 
and answer me because I am precious in 
your sight. . . . I do not need to fear failure 
because to you, my prayers are as sweet as 
incense. . . .  I will enjoy the privilege of 
talking with you in prayer because I know 
that I have nothing to lose and everything 
to gain!  Amen.” 

 

 

“I love the quaint saying of a dying man, who 
exclaimed, ‘I have no fear of going home; I have 
sent all before me; God's finger is on the latch of 
my door, and I am ready for Him to enter.’”  – 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon in Morning and Evening. 

 

PRAYER CORNER 

Sunday,  October 27, 2019 

Have you ever felt that you couldn’t pray to God 
because of something you had done?  Have you 
ever felt unworthy to pray?  This well-written 
book is by a United Methodist pastor who left his 
charge after 25 years of preaching to give semi-
nars and speak at conferences about prayer.  I 
met him in Chicago about 15 years ago, Terry 
Teykl. 

NOAH. Rev. Dr Terry Teykl met Noah Christian 
and his father, John, at a Thanksgiving Day pa-
rade in Houston.  Noah is dark complexioned and 
his father is white.  And now for the rest of the 
story.  John and his wife had an 18 year old 
daughter and three much younger adopted chil-
dren; Noah was the fourth.  John said that Noah 
was conceived under a nearby   bridge.  His birth 
parents were a black father and his mother was 
white and they were homeless.  They lived under 
the bridge, begging and doing odd jobs for what 
little money they could get. 

 John’s older daughter, Shannon, was out 
with friends feeding the homeless in downtown 
Houston, a long time ministry for them.  One 
night they were working along the river when 
they met Noah’s father and mother-to-be late in 
her pregnancy.  Shannon spoke with her mother, 
Darleen, about the situation and the present need 
for blankets and food.  She impressed on her 
mother the need for Noah’s parents  to have 
someone to talk to and to make sure proper med-
ical treatment was available to mother and child. 

 Darleen and her mother met with Becky 
and Jarvis several times after that and gave them 
her phone number and instructions to call her if 
there was anything needed. 

When Becky was in the hospital, ready to deliver, 
she called Darleen and asked to come to the hos-
pital for the birth. 

 Immediately after the birth, child services 
began hovering to take Noah into the foster care 
system, no chance for any other action.  John and 
Darleen intervened and offered to adopt Noah giv-
ing him an opportunity to receive what Becky and 
Jarvis were unable to provide at the time and the 
promise that Noah would know his birth parents.  
An attorney was consulted and special court ar-
rangements were made and Noah had a new fam-
ily. 

 Noah now lives in a world that would not 
have existed if he hadn’t been adopted.  Two 
vastly different worlds, the world where he was 
conceived and the world in which he was now liv-
ing and all that would be available to him. 

 Shannon also received and new and much 
different outlook on life.  She wrote, in part, on 
her college entrance exam, how her life was 
changed under that bridge. 

“ 
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Activities and Events 

 .  
                   
 
 

10/27  Pizza & A Movie 

11/3  Hilborn Family 

11/10  Selover Family 

 
Wednesday Night Out  

Dinner 
October 30th: Hamburger 
Steak in Gravy, Mashed Po-
tatoes, Green Beans, Rolls, 
Butterscotch Delight Dessert 

 
 

Fall Festival  
& Trunk-Or-Treat 

 Sunday, October 27th, 3-
5 PM 

We hope to see you 
there! 

   

Operation Christmas Child 

S unday, November 3rd, during youth group 

time the youth will be shopping for and fill-

ing Operation Christmas Child 

boxes. Each youth is asked to 

bring $5.00 to help with the cost. 

Additional drivers/adults are need-

ed. 

 
 

 
 
 

10th Annual Craft Fair 

Saturday, November 3rd    

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

O ver 40 Crafters! Handmade items 

including jewelry, pottery, wood 

crafts, paper crafts, stained glass, Christ-

mas items and much more! 

Breakfast & Lunch items will be availa-

ble to purchase from the youth group.    

We are also collecting non-perishable food items to be 

given to Storehouse West.  

Helpers are needed to tear down the Church on Friday, 

November 1st at 9 AM, and to reset the Church on Satur-

day, November 2nd at 3:30 PM. We also need greeters 

during the day on Saturday, from 7 AM to 3 PM. If you 

are available to help in any way, please let Kim Peterson 

know. 

 Roadrunner Food Bank 

Monday, November 11th 

W e will meet at the Church at 9 AM. 

Please eat breakfast before coming, 

wear close toed shoes and shirts with 

sleeves. We will be working at Roadrunner 

from 10 to 1 PM and then will grab a quick lunch before 

coming back to the Church. Youth can be picked up at 

2:45 PM. 

CCYM Work Camp (for grades 6 through 12) is Friday, 

November 15th through Sunday,  

 

 

 

N ovember 17th. The cost is just $65.00 per person. 

All youth need to register online with Sacramento 

Methodist Assembly, using the special code from Kim 

for payment. Questions, call Kim at 450-9795.  
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Friday  

November 8th  5:30 to 8:30 PM 

The theme is:  

“Enter His Gates with Thanksgiving” 

T he evening will start with dinner, followed by an 

ice-breaker. We will have devotions and small 

group discussion, a prayer plaque craft project, and a 

food basket service project. A list of items needed for 

the food baskets (with a sign-up sheet) is posted on the 

bulletin board. We are asking each woman attending, 

to sign up for the items they will bring for the food 

baskets. Child care will also be available (let Kim 

know if you need child care). Invite a friend or two, 

and let’s make this our best wom-

en’s event yet! 

 

Get Ready… 

It’s Coming… 

The Christmas decor is 
coming out of the attic 

and will need fluffing!  

Noon, Sunday, November 24th 

Kim also needs help putting up all of the Christmas 

trees and preparing for “Hanging of the Greens”. If 

you are able to help on Monday or Tuesday, Novem-

ber 25th or 26th, please let Kim know.  

 

 

October Anniversaries & Birthdays 
Anniversaries  

     RABORN, Jim & Marcy   10/01 

      CHAVEZ, Jake & Pat    10/26 

  Birthdays 
      BRADY, Harold (Gene)            10/02 

      STUART, Charles                      10/03 

     SECHREST, Shane    10/07 

     WHITE, Celesta    10/08 

     WOOD, Pat                              10/08 

     BEGLEY, Sarah    10/09 

     WHITE, Amy                            10/09 

     PONTSLER, Joan    10/10 

     HOCKERT, John    10/11 

     FUCHS, Bailey    10/15 

     BEGLEY, Virginia   10/16 

     WRIGHT, Tim    10/18 

     WARNER, Donna    10/20 

     SEPELAK, Dakota    10/22 

     BALTZ, Brian    10/24 

     KOHLRUST, Tylec    10/27 

November Anniversaries & Birthdays 
Anniversaries 

     BRADY, Harold (Gene) & Linda   11/04 

     GREASER, Walter & Tanya                  11/16 

Birthdays 
    HOLDER, Robert                                  11/02 

     COOLEY, Katrina                                 11/10 

     KRITCHER, Robert                              11/13 

     WELCH , Sandra                                  11/14              

     KHOLRUST, Tim                                  11/14 

    SELOVER, Avery                                  11/15 

    WHITMORE, Aiden                               11/16 

     STEUCK, Michael                                      11/19 

     COOLEY, Katrina                                      11/19 

     CYNTHIA, Douglas                                   11/20 

     O’SICKEY, Lily                                         11/20 

     LEWIS, Ryan                                              11/23 

     SELOVER, Shelly                                       11/23 

     LONG, Nickki                                            11/26 

    BRIGHAM, Priscilla                                11/26 

    BALTZ, Samantha   11/26 

    VAUGHN, Elissa                                        11/30 

     

SPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS 
Irene Fruit, a new member, has been working in 
the church office as Administrative Assistant un-
til our new Administrative Assistant begins her 
assignment 

Many thanks Irene, from all of us! 
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Living a God Pleasing Life 

As followers of Christ, we want to live a life that 
pleases God. This includes being stewards (or managers) 
of all the spiritual and ma-
terial gifts God has given 
us. This is quite a task, a 
task, frankly, that we, on 
our own, are incapable of 
carrying out. Yet we don’t 
have a choice; all Chris-
tians are called to be stew-
ards.  

We are not left on our 
own, though. The God who calls us equips us as well. 

 “May the God of peace . . . equip you with 
everything good for doing his will, and may he 
work in us what is pleasing to him, through 
Jesus Christ, to who be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen” (Hebrews 13:20-21) 

Faith is the foundation of a God pleasing life and 
our stewardship. It is only through faith that we can 
please God, and it is only by faith in Christ’s mighty 
power within us that we are able to do the works God 
has prepared for us to do. 

The only way to be stewards living a God-pleasing 
life, is to follow the path of discipleship that Jesus has 
set before us. We are called to serve, even as Jesus him-
self “did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). 

God-pleasing stewards give generously, even as 
their Master, Jesus, gave all he had, his very life. Gener-
osity has been the hallmark of Christians beginning with 
those early Christians who “shared everything they had . 
. . There were no needy persons among them” (Acts 
4:32, 34). We give out of thankfulness to our loving 
God, who gives so generously to 
us. This enables us, like Christians 
through the centuries, to respond 
to the needs of others, giving to 
them as unto the Lord (Matthew 
25:40). 

In November, we will spend 
the first three Sundays learning 
about growing in grace and living 
more God-pleasing lives as stew-
ards of all that he has given us. In 
addition, there will be daily e-mail 
devotionals in this very important, educational, and en-
riching program. To subscribe to the daily e-mail devo-
tional, send a request to j.hockert at att.net.  This is an 
opportunity for all of us to grow closer to God 

 Pastor Appreciation  

The Staff Parish Relations Committee was reminded by 
several congregants that October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month.  According to UMC.org, it is an actual event 

encouraged in the United Methodist Church.  

Pastors have a most complex job, not just preaching on 
Sunday, but leading the congregation to grow as disci-
ples of Jesus Christ.  As the old saying goes, this may 
be like “herding cats”.  The local Pastor is also an ad-
ministrator, charged with overseeing the business end 
of the church, committee work, finances, maintenance, 
etc.  According to statistics, Pastor’s have a high burn-

out risk.  

Pastors do not sit, waiting to be appreciated.  In fact, 
many are reluctant and uncomfortable with partici-
pating in an event which celebrates their work, 
viewing their “calling” humbly as “God led”.  To 
accommodate this humbleness, we are encourag-
ing RRUMC congregants to take a more low-key 
approach, to be supportive and encouraging.  Let 
us do a New Mexico rain (intermittent, not a del-
uge) for the rest of October and November bring-
ing notes, cards, words of thanks and encourage-
ment.  November is a month already dedicated to 
thanksgiving so continuing Pastor Appreciation is 
most appropriate.  A basket will be on the round 
table in the Narthex drop-off.  Of course, you are 
always welcome to hand your appreciation item to 
Raquel directly.  Perhaps you could even drop a 
note in the basket more than once, such as after 
each service to acknowledge something you ap-
preciated during the Service.  

Some other suggestions given on-line were: 
       *Take notes during the message and discuss them 

with the Pastor-leave her a note about what 
touched your heart 

        *Include gift cards- for groceries, gasoline, restau-
rants 

         *Include tickets for a concert, movie- a date night                    
 for the family. 
        * Include gift cards—for groceries, gasoline, res-    
taurants. 
        * Volunteer to help on a project 
        * Invite out to dinner 
       * Laugh at their jokes, even when corny 
      * Wash their car; 
Most Importantly, Pray for them. Every pastor  relies 
Heavily on God’s guidance, strength and peace.  
Please be part of the support system.  Make a differ-
ence.  Help energize Raquel to continue guiding, 
nurturing, and growing a congregation of Christ’s 
disciples. 
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W e would really like you to add your voice 

to the Choir /Praise Band . We have be-

gun to work on  our music for the upcoming 

Christmas Season. See Joseph Ubarri and tell 

him you would like to join. 

  

Mark Your Calendars 

Upcoming Events 

Safe Sanctuary Training, Friday, October 18th, 

6 to 8:30 PM 

Craft Fair, Saturday, November 2nd, 9:00 to 3 

PM 

Poinsettia Sale, November 3rd to December 

8th. $10.00 Each 

Women’s Ministry Event, Friday November 

8th, 5:30 to 8:30 PM 

Operation “Christmas Child” boxes due by 

November 10th 

Christmas Tree Prep, Monday & Tuesday, 

November 25th and 26th 

Green Fluffing, Sunday November 29th, 

12:15PM 

Women’s Event-Christmas Cookie Exchange, 

Friday, December 6th, 6PM 

Christmas Caroling Party and Potluck, Sunday 

December 8th, 5 to 8 PM 

Sounds of The Season, Combined Worship 

Sunday December  15th, 10 AM 

Happy Birthday Jesus Party, Sunday Decem-

ber 15th 4 to 7 PM 

Christmas Eve Service, Tuesday December 

24th, 6:00 PM 

Youth Noon Year’s Eve Party: Tuesday, De-

cember 31st 11AM to 1 PM 


